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Tired, we stopped before a large haystack,
climbed on top, burrowed into it, and slept
like rats in a nest. It began to rain.

In the morning, after crossing a road and
field, we entered the Orlowski Forest. Again,
we hid in the undergrowth until nightfall.
Then it was decided that I was to go into the
village and find Mrs. Bazylkowa with the

i uld hide us for a

‘ close friend of the

family; besides, she had a lot of our posses-

sions, for knowing that sooner or later we

would be deported, we gave her our most
precious belongings for safekeeping.

There was no false sentimentality among
us three. Remembering Dreschner’s defec- |
tion, my two companions quickly stripped - his
me of all the valuables I had. Just before the

o. break from Sobibor, we had helped ourselves
““.__ to a considerable amount of money, jewelry,
* and the best clothing. All I had now as a
good knife, and the hope that in the grey
. dusk, in the year 1943 — long after the last
¢ “round-up”, lzbica being now “Judenrein”
A [free of Jews] — no one in the streets would
e recognize a Jew in the well-dressed youth. [ |
r merely tried to hide my face to some exier
t vising the collar of the coat I borrov

N
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ourke-White/ Buchenwald inmates, Germany, 106
I approached the first building in lzbica
then continued to the town well. A crane
stood nearby.... Suddenly, I stopped,

Lan;linﬂnhwmmohhe
- town, could hardly recognize it! Only open
' been

“Who's therel”

“Blatt.”

"My God. Go away. I'm afraid.”

I begged her to open the door for justa
moment. The key grated and the door
opened a small crack. Her frightened face
peered out.

“Whatd'youwant?” ———— 5
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v e v —
e Knowing her deep respect for my father, |
said he was offering her a large sum of
money. She refused to talk about money,
The low-character of the Poles sam she was afraid. 1 then asked het for
is a frequent theme of these - »
escape sto:'ies. This portrayal food. Shuold.me_to R, md*ﬂ'lﬂ"ﬂk
is necessary for the Zionist mmed.hol(hgmhuhmdamallmd
cause because after all, if the w' -
Poles were‘againstlthe wmml mﬂ.lnmy
Germans, and the Germans w- she commanded me to eat it on the
were defeated, why shouldn't w“mibh_&“ﬂm
the ] just stay in Poland and 5 2 >
not move to Israel? Enter the OmE might find me with the bread and I'd
vilification of the Poles through MMI“.I-*M“,M“I
ir i tori like this "I =
ir:;;clléc?tac hij;e !i:meeai‘?nd all “’Q-th': ?’mmmh‘-
I got from our best non-Jewish h’wﬂmhh any manner was
friend was a crust of bread!" Mbﬂlﬁu‘m.
I ate the bread, and feeling discouraged,
started back for my comrades. It was now
very dark. From close by came the sound of a
shot. | began to run. As I approached the
place where my buddies were waiting. |
whistled softly according to our agreement.
There was no response. I began to
back-track, still whistling, frightened that I
hag lo_sg them.
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A weak excuse for why he
didn't join a partisan unit,

and instead let others fight
for his people. We're supposed
to believe that even the
groups against the Nazis also
wanted to kill Jews. It's

B panicularm mﬂ'ld without / a paranoid notion that promotes
’ N i i i Israe i ]
; pw m' “ too I'ilk}’. Our Zionism (moving to Israel since

everyone is against us.) and

A fﬂ!mlﬂdhu‘l‘ﬂ'm&lhﬂ’ﬂk promotes his own survival
y group mh w!hldbydny.mdmovedon since it's an excuse for him

3 : not to join. It's an excuse
it cautiously by night. that loses credence considering

"

\ Early in the evening of the second day, we that Alexanider "Sasha” Pach:

Id left the woods and approached a peasant ersky claims to have joined a
i Soviet partisan group 3 days

-1 holding not far from the edge of the forest. A i Al ol gl i

nt  dog sensed us and began barking ferociously.

ed We entered. The hut was lit by an m! B ——

(continued on next page)
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—— lamp. We could see no one, yet there was an.
unfinished bowl of soup on the table. We
went out, stopped at the barn, then the
stable. Finally we called out.

In reply, silence.
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Quite similar to theﬂ,—-""

Goldilocks and the
Three Bears story,
but that's o.k.

us as Jews, he I think Blatt's story is
mmmhﬂnﬂ. made-up which begs the
M“MM“ question: why did he
hmhm 3 choose this family? It

seeing usml!fn!ﬂ the woods, they all might have something
ranaway.lﬂigmmalnndumm- ! to do with the daughter,

cam -m. the m]'l name | his classmate. Or it might
ThenBo_ e 'aandl'lﬂéi lﬂ'm I have something to do
was Bojarski, ugh 2 with the dad's role
classmate of mine in school. We l"coaﬂlzed ! in the town. Or maybe
each other and things warmed UP ! the family never existed.
considerably. Farmer Bojarski asked us to

supper >

w—

We sat in the clean, homey peasant house
vere full. 1 asked him to give
m wait there

d in the morning

m,hehid The luggage of the Jews

ollin arriving at the camp (Jews
us to wait were transported East) would

L)

Leica II (1932) until ﬂm. At \oon mw us dinner have contained the occasional

If they had first access to believe that for half a year

to the luggage, and surely asupperandtowahup-Aﬁerlomﬂllk' we before the escape they passively
the luggage contained cameras, digp]aygdonthgg’blg”mgofourjmelry-—- watched men, women, children

why not snap a few shots, . led to the gas chambers, while
it % . am ew as A = ’ &
take out the film, and di ond" sold and plalinum j elry, guns in luggage were accessible

throw the camera to the side? well as German and American paper money to them. Compare with the
Surely that's possible and Russian, French and Dutch coins. This, measures a U.S. prison takes
considering all the loot : to keep weapons from bein
they took. The motto amon;\ and what we‘s.till withheld, amounted to v B e g
the inmates was supposedly more than a million dollars total. —
"Let the world know what has Bojarski's eyeS\began to shine. The —+—>»
happened here." Also consider
that cameras (Leica) then were Maybe having a million dollars in loot,
excellent and relatively small. is more the reason why he didn't want

to join a partisan unit, rather than

the anti-semitism. And why didn't he

offer Mrs. Bazylkow any of the loot,

instead he promised her money from

his father.

MdWhﬂlni‘hl cmt.heuhdullnlide for / handgun. Yet we're supposed

image 22

—» daughter tried on some rings, and the wife a
pair of diamond earrings which we offered
her, but the farmer was still afraid and
couldn’t make up his mind.-Once more he

This time he didn’t ask us to return to the
woods, but made a place for us undemeath
the pile of straw in which we had spent the
day. At midnight he came up to us and said,
“T've decided to give you shelter. I know that
the Russians will be here soon. Tomorrow
I'm going to prepare a better hiding place for
you.

We bade each other goodnight and went .
back to sleep beneath the straw. ————>
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